
Adventures TOP Five  K-5 Grade 
Language Arts Curriculum Recommendations

Please know that there is not a perfect home school curriculum for Language Arts.  Every family is 
different and every child in that family often learns differently.  After taking a survey of many veteran 
home school moms, we have put together the top 5 curricula that were recommended to you.  
CathyDuffyReviews.com offers excellent reviews of each of these choices and many more.  We would 
encourage you to use her reviews in examining each of the programs below.  We hope this page of our 
recommendations along with Cathy Duffy’s information will help you in your selection.  *Sue’s Choice

Handwriting (K-4)- https://cathyduffyreviews.com/homeschool-reviews-core-curricula/handwriting

*Handwriting Without Tears- (Grades K-3 or 4) teaches handwriting for children in kindergarten through fourth 
grade. Some distinctives of this program are: uppercase letters are taught before lowercase, groups of letters that 
have similar strokes or the same starting points are taught together, letters are not slanted for either printing or 
cursive, multi-sensory learning methods are used for instruction

A Reason For Writing- A Reason for Handwriting uses ball-and-stick printing and a traditional style cursive, with 
scripture as the writing subject. Scripture verses are modified to be understandable for children—more at younger 
levels than older. One of the most popular features is the set of decorated border sheets in the back of the books 
for children to color and write their Verse of the Week. 

Phonics and Reading (Grades K- 3 or 4) :  https://cathyduffyreviews.com/homeschool-reviews-core-
curricula/phonics-reading
This list is in no way exhaustive.  The many home schoolers that I talk with each seem to all have strong 
opinions on the reading curriculum that they used to teach their children.  Some children read young 3 and 
4 and some children read later 8 or 9, but interestingly enough this does not determine how they finish only 
defines how they started.  I believe what helps determine how they finish is, “Did they develop a love for 
learning?”  Work at your child’s pace, take a deep breath and trust that God has chosen the best teacher in 
the whole world for your child- YOU.  For students with learning or processing issues there are other 
specific programs to address those differences. 

*Explode the Code:  Explode the Code® is a series of 14 phonics workbooks that can either be used as your 
primary teaching tool or a supplement to another basic phonics programs.  ”Our Favorite, these workbooks are 
fun and not intimidating.  Our kids loved doing their “code” everyday. We used this program with the *Rod and 
Staff readers and sometimes the workbooks so they had practice.  These precious stories of life on the farm are 
still my favorite.  Can’t wait to start the next generation on them.” ~Sue

Teach Your Child to Read in 100 Easy Lessons-  This phonics-based reading program is based on the Direct 
Instruction method developed from a great deal of research. This volume has adapted the method for use in the 
home with young children who have not yet had any reading instruction.  Everything necessary for instruction is 
contained in this single volume, including words, sentences, and stories for reading practice. 

First Language Lessons:  First Language Lessons for the Well-Trained Mind (1st-4th) followed by Grammar for 
the Well-Trained Mind (5th & 6th) by Susan Wise Bauer.

Phonics Pathways:  Phonics Pathways is a complete phonics program, self-contained within one large book so 
you do not need a separate teacher’s manual.  Each new concept taught is followed by words, phrases, or 
sentences for practice, so no extra reading material is necessary. 

Abeka / Bob Jones:  Both of these curricula offer a complete phonics reading program.  They are are thorough 
and have stood their test of time.  Remember they were written for classroom use and we encourage you to use 
them with some flexibility and fun. 

http://CAthyDuffyReviews.com
https://cathyduffyreviews.com/homeschool-reviews-core-curricula/handwriting
https://cathyduffyreviews.com/homeschool-reviews-core-curricula/phonics-reading
https://cathyduffyreviews.com/homeschool-reviews-core-curricula/phonics-reading


Sing Spell Read and Write-  “Sing spell read and write was great for teaching phonics and reading. It has fun 
songs that made learning easier. Very colorful too, which was great for my visual and my auditory learners.”

Spelling (Grades 3,6)— https://cathyduffyreviews.com/homeschool-reviews-core-curricula/spelling-
vocabulary
All About Spelling
*Spelling Power,
Spelling You See,
Spellwell

Vocabulary (Grades 4,5,6): https://cathyduffyreviews.com/homeschool-reviews-core-curricula/spelling-
vocabulary
*Wordly Wise
Abeka / Bob Jones have Vocabulary in their program

Grammar (Grades 4,5,6): https://cathyduffyreviews.com/homeschool-reviews-core-curricula/composition-
and-grammar 
*Easy Grammar
Shurley Grammar
Abeka / Bob Jones have Grammar in their program
Analytical Grammar-  This program is used at HEED in both grades 7 and 8. 

Writing: (Grades 4,5,6). https://cathyduffyreviews.com/homeschool-reviews-core-curricula/composition-
and-grammar
Language Lessons
IEW Writing
Abeka/Bob Jones have writing in their program. 

* “In grades 5-6 for our writing and language arts, I used the *Abeka workbooks along with an added vocabulary 
(WW) and grammar program (Easy Grammar).  After that in grades 7-8 I switched to IEW for writing and 
continued with vocabulary and grammar. Finally in High School, seeing that I am a math/science mom,  I hired an 
awesome writing teacher and started HEED Classes.” 

https://cathyduffyreviews.com/homeschool-reviews-core-curricula/spelling-vocabulary
https://cathyduffyreviews.com/homeschool-reviews-core-curricula/spelling-vocabulary
https://cathyduffyreviews.com/homeschool-reviews-core-curricula/spelling-vocabulary
https://cathyduffyreviews.com/homeschool-reviews-core-curricula/spelling-vocabulary
https://cathyduffyreviews.com/homeschool-reviews-core-curricula/composition-and-grammar
https://cathyduffyreviews.com/homeschool-reviews-core-curricula/composition-and-grammar
https://cathyduffyreviews.com/homeschool-reviews-core-curricula/composition-and-grammar
https://cathyduffyreviews.com/homeschool-reviews-core-curricula/composition-and-grammar

